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Salisbury History Festival is a celebration of Salisbury and it’s people. 

 

It began life in August 2018 with 5 days of events, including seminars, historical presentations, 

guided walks and films and our audience ranged from local people to people visiting our city. 

As we go into our third year, Salisbury History Festival, like many others, have been effected 

by the Covid-19 pandemic. But we have diversified to include social media facilities and we 

hope that you will find this years programme interesting! 

 

Our Festival of Salisbury History offers a fascinating insight into the city's past and includes 

leading local history research - we show how history has influenced Salisbury from past events.  

 

A key element of our commitment is to promote awareness of Salisbury’s past to new  

audiences. 

 

You may be surprised at just how relevant the Festival's events are to Salisbury today. Social 

history research makes a difference. From big ideas to the most detailed observations, social 

history affects us all everyday - at work, in school and within our communities. 

 

This year’s celebration of Salisbury history takes place via social media, The Salisbury Journal, 

speed history and more. 2020 will be the third Salisbury History Festival and each year the  

Festival has met with great approval. 

 

This year the Festival will take place from 27-31 August. 

 

Purpose of the Festival 
 

* The Festival is designed to promote, and increase awareness of Salisbury’s past social history. 

 

Each year the Festival 

 
* Offers five days of activities celebrating the history of Salisbury and its people.  

* Continues to increase the number of events focused on engaging the public and young people   

via local history research. 

* Gives an award to an individual who has made an outstanding contribution to local history. 

     

Aims of the Festival 
 

* Encourage, support and create the opportunity for social history researchers to engage with 

non-academic audiences. 

* Promote and increase awareness of Salisbury’s past history.  

* Enable the public to engage with research. 

* Engage with teachers and young people to raise their awareness of Salisbury’s past social  

history. 

About the Festival 
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* The History of Local Highwaymen - Presentation at The Duke of York. 

 

* The Trial of Percy Toplis - Mock Trial held at Salisbury Guildhall Old Oak Court. 

 

Salisbury in the First World War - A Century of Memories 

* Will 100,000 Women Respond. 

* Conchies and The Great War. 

* Documentary film - ‘My Great Grandfather, Ernest Collins. 

* Salisbury: peace and aftermath. 

Four presentations at the United Reformed Church, Salisbury. 

 

Old Days In  !ew Sarum 

* Fisherton Street Remembered. 

* Stonehenge and the man who bought it. 

* The Rise and Fall of Salisbury’s Last Gas Holder. 

* Salisbury Remembered in Old Film. 

Four Presentations at The United Reformed Church, Salisbury. 

 

Bar Trek   

A Series of Guided Walks Charting Salisbury’s Most Famous Inns and Taverns. 

 

Historic Salisbury 

* What used to be there? Old businesses and buildings around Salisbury Market Place.  

* Film and presentation charting the 1919 Children’s Salisbury Peace Pageant.  

* Salisbury Crime and Punishment.  

* Further tales from Salisbury Healthcare History.  

Four Presentations at Salisbury Guildhall. 

 

Salisbury Stage & Screen 

* The personalities that helped shape the Playhouse. 

* The Henry Marshall pantomimes at Salisbury Playhouse 1955-1985.  

* The Man who saved Salisbury Odeon.  

* Films and presentation of 20th Century Parades of Salisbury.  

Four Presentations at The White Hart Hotel. 

 

* Secret Spitfires - Film and Norman Parker Presentation held at the Chapel, Salisbury. 

 

* The Executions at Fisherton - Presentation at The Duke of York. 

 

Salisbury History Festival Outstanding Contribution to Local History Awards 

 

* 2018 - George Fleming. 

* 2019 - Norman Parker. 

Previous Festival Events 
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SALISBURY HISTORY FESTIVAL 
A CELEBRATION OF SALISBURY AND ITS PEOPLE 

www.salisburyhistoryfestival.co.uk 
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SALISBURY HISTORY  

FESTIVAL 2020 

 

WHAT’S 

PLANNED  

FOR THIS 

YEAR? 
 

Although Covid-19 has disrupted many of the events planned for 2020, we have  

decided to diversify and to learn other ways of bringing history to the people. Our first 

event this year, which charted the history of The Old Manor Hospital via social media,  

was a massive hit and other events of this type are being planned.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VdykCd3Weyg  

 

 
We have already taken part in historical radio interviews and we are working on  

a fantastic Salisbury history project - ‘The Salisbury 5 - Votes for Women’ (link) 

 

        

* OUR OWN YOUTUBE CHANNEL FOR 

 LOCAL HISTORY FILMS AND  

DOCUMENTORIES 

 

* THE SALISBURY 5 - VOTES FOR WOMEN 

 

*SPEED HISTORY 

 

AND MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED! 
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Frogg Moody - Organiser 
 

Frogg Moody writes a weekly history column ‘Bygone Salisbury’ in the  

Salisbury Journal and is editor of ‘The Fisherton Informer’ Magazine. 

 

A researcher and tour guide, Frogg has organised many history events  

over the last 10 years. 

 

Sallie Lloyd - Treasurer 
  

Sallie Lloyd has lived in Quidhampton and Middle Woodford travelling  

to Greece, Spain and Germany 

 

As an actress, she has appeared on stage and screen and is currently  

working at a local education institute. 
  

 

!eil Leacy - MC / Facilities Manager 
 

Neil Leacy has lived in and around Salisbury for over 40 years.  

 

He is a local historian specialising in collecting and presenting old films  

of Salisbury and the surrounding areas.   

 

MEET THE TEAM 

Ruby Vitorino - Secretary 

  
Ruby Vitorino is a local researcher, historian and scriptwriter. 

 

She has lectured on many subjects such as Highwaymen, The Meadow  

Road Mystery, and The Haunch of Venison.  

 

She is also a local tour guide. 

* A brilliant community event - very well attended. John Glen MP  

* Magical and superb - S. Hulass  

* This Salisbury based film in such an iconic building as the Chapel was inspirational - R. !ewman 

* So much research and presented extremely well - M. Webb 

* Fabulous talk brought to life with local involvement - M. Burns 

* Well acted and very well put together - L. Futcher 

* Excellent evenings entertainment - K. Smith 

A FEW TESTIMO!IALS FROM 2019 

 


